
 
 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
The Marion County Council held its regular meeting on Thursday, September 26, 2019,             
at 7:00 P.M. in the Marion County Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion,            
South Carolina. Members present were Buddy Collins, Chairman; Elista H. Smith,           
Vice-Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Councilman Oscar Foxworth,         
Councilman Thomas E. Shaw and Councilman Milton W. Troy, II. Also present were             
G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Kent M. Williams, Deputy Administrator; Charles L.           
McLain III, County Attorney, and Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative            
from the Star & Enterprise was not present and duly notified.  
 
Absent: Councilman Allen W. Floyd. 
 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order and lead the Invocation, after which he              
welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information Announcement. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and           
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September             
10, 2019. 
 
Councilman Atkinson stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Councilman              
Allen W. Floyd voting in favor of all matters. 
 
The County Attorney provided Council a resolution authorizing the execution and           
delivery of an Amendment to an Existing Fee Agreement by and among Marion County,              
South Carolina, and Cardinal Solar, LLC as Sponsor. Motion was made by Councilman             
Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously. 
 
There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. Chairman Collins stated              
that Committee #1 has 2 matters pending. He scheduled a committee meeting for             
Monday, September 30, 2019, at 5:00 pm.  
 
The County Attorney had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Ed West with the South Carolina Department of Commerce appeared before Council             
to discuss the Targeted Rural Initiative. Mr. West stated that Marion County has been  
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invited to participate in this initiative. He stated together they are committed to seeking              
solutions that will have a lasting impact on the rural areas. Mr. West stated that they plan                 
to begin the assessment process in mid-September, one county at a time until completed              
in the first quarter of 2020. Motion was made by Councilman Troy, that the County               
participate in the Targeted Rural Initiative Program with the South Carolina Department            
of Commerce. The motion was seconded by Councilman Atkinson and carried           
unanimously. Chairman Collins thanked Mr. West for his presentation. 
 
Mr. Dupree Atkinson and Mr. Neal Baxley appeared before Council requesting to rent or              
lease the Pee Dee Food Hub property. Mr. Dupree Atkinson stated they are interested in               
leasing the property for three (3) months at a monthly rate of $3,000. The property would                
be used to store crop and future processing. He stated it could also become a buying                
station for a Hemp Company. Mr. Dupree Atkinson stated that they would add a covered               
loading dock and install a fence for security. He stated that they are looking into leasing                
with an intent to purchase. The County Attorney told Council that an ordinance and a               
public hearing is needed in order to lease the property. Councilman Atkinson stated for              
the record that Mr. Dupree Atkinson is his first cousin. Mr. McLain told Council that               
Committee #1 has a scheduled meeting on Monday, September 30th. He stated that             
Council could call a special meeting to have first reading by title only. Motion was made                
by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Troy, and carried unanimously.          
Chairman Collins thanked Mr. Dupree Atkinson and Mr. Neal Baxley for their            
presentation. 
 
The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council             
that part of the Nichols Fire Station has been completed. He reported that the engineers               
are working on the plans regarding the Britton’s Neck Training Grounds.  
 
The Administrator had nothing new to report in reference to the Hurricane.  
 
The Administrator provided Council information in reference to the Hazard Mitigation           
Grant. Mr. Harper told Council that the grant has been submitted by the State through               
FEMA. 
 
The Administrator told Council that the Marion County Annual Progress Meeting will            
be held on Wednesday, October 16th at 12:00 noon at Dry Dock. He stated on               
Wednesday, October 2nd Marion County Progress will host a reception for Boeing at             
5:00 pm at the Economic Development Office. 
 
The Administrator reminded Council about the Marion County Surplus Auction          
scheduled for Saturday, October 5th at 9:00 am.  
 
The Administrator reported that the unemployment rate in August was 4.3%. 
 
The Administrator told Council on Monday, September 30th at 6:00 pm the State Ethics              
Commission will hold a training session for appointed officials. 
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The Administrator told Council that he met with Mr. Harry Askins and Mr. Jason              
Springs regarding the fire study. Mr. Harper stated that they are putting a proposal              
together.  

  
The Administrator told Council it is estimated around $300,000 to repair the roof at the               
Marion County Beeson Building. The Administrator asked Council’s permission to bid           
out this project and to seek a loan to pay for said project. Motion was made by                 
Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and carried unanimously.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Smith brought up the clothing store that was in operation behind the             
Beeson Building. The building has been demolished due to Hurricane Matthew. She            
stated that individuals are interested in donating items to those who are in need. The               
Administrator mentioned using the old Administration Building to store the items.  
 
Councilman Foxworth brought up the boat landing in Pee Dee. The Administrator told             
Councilman Foxworth that there is an issue with the current. He stated that the engineers               
with DNR did not recommend doing anything at this time.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Smith mentioned to Council that each year the County supports the            
UNCF in the amount of $1,500. Vice-Chairperson Smith made a motion requesting            
$1,500 to support the UNCF. The motion was seconded by Councilman Foxworth and             
carried unanimously.  
 
Motion was made by Vice- Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman, Foxworth and            
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for a contractual and a legal matter.  
 
Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and           
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting.           
Chairman Collins stated that no action was taken during executive session called for a              
contractual and a legal matter. 
 
The Administrator told Council that Ms. Powell has a few members that need training              
on the Planning Commission and a few vacancies on the Board of Zoning Appeals. The               
Administrator encouraged Council to appoint someone that is interested and willing to            
serve.  
 
There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,             
seconded by Councilman Shaw, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:8:20 P.M. 
 

  
    ___________________________             ______________________________ 

          Buddy Collins, Chairman       Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 


